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On the Plus Side
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� What appears to be almost visceral opposition to tech-
nology sometimes leads otherwise reasonable people to
make ridiculous claims such as “A computer cannot teach
any more effectively than an oscilloscope can bring about
world peace” [30, p. 991]. I am not an enthusiast for com-
puters in classrooms or in teaching, but this comment is
rubbish and evinces no understanding whatever for what
has been accomplished in computer-related teaching in the
past quarter century.
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� The implicit assumption here, of course, is that the co-
efficient arithmetic in the division of polynomials is, in vir-
tually all cases of interest, easily done mentally.
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! If humility is needed in the Math Wars, a bit from the re-
search mathematics community might be in order. As
Igor Sharygin [43] has noted: “…professionals in pure
mathematics usually consider school mathematics as an
integral part of mathematical science.…And it is a grave
fallacy. Having indisputable authority and enormous
knowledge in their own field, these prominent scientists
have frequently invaded a domain of public education in
which they are not always competent. (Another false be-
lief is that it is quite enough to be a good mathematician
to solve the problems of mathematical education.)” Al-
though Sharygin was referring to Russia, this quote is
equally applicable to the U.S.
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